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The Hardest
I Ever Kept
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T

he sun peaked over the snow-covered
Rocky Mountains, and golden rays
streamed through the living room
window of my home in Columbia Falls,
Montana, USA. As a mother of three children
the only quiet time I ever had were those early
morning hours when I settled down with a

cup of coffee and my Bible.
I was a young mother. Seeking to be
loved in high school, I turned away from God
and turned toward a young man. I found
myself pregnant as a teenager, but God had
transformed me. I wanted to serve God with
my life, and make a difference in this world,
but how could that happen when I was fearful
of sharing my pain and struggles?

Sharing my testimony
Outside the window, a sharp wind whistled
through the pine trees. It was nearly Christmas,
and in Montana Christmas almost always meant
snow in the valley, too.

to both God and my Pastor. It was a promise that
I would share my story before the church - my
regret of having an abortion, my shame of a
second teen pregnancy, and my testimony of
how I turned to God in my desperation.
“I promise to share my story by January
to let other women know they can turn to
God, too,” I’d declared.

I wanted to serve God with my life, and make a difference in
this world, but how could that happen when I was fearful of
sharing my pain and struggles?
Then, as if that strong wind
blew straight into my chest,
an icy blast hit my heart
and my hands began to
tremble. Months prior,
when the warm
heat of summer
had touched my
shoulders
I’d
made a promise
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me, hope spread across the faces in the room.
Even in my weakness, God used my
story of hope to encourage others. What I
realised that day is that women didn’t need
to hear how I’d done everything right, but
instead how I made bad choices and yet
God still loved me, used me, and fulfilled
some of the deepest desires of my heart.

that even an ordinary woman can be used
by Him to do great things. This happens not
because of who I am, but because of who
God is and all He’s done.
As of today, I’ve written 56 books, and
I’ve traveled numerous places sharing
my story, but mostly I share about God’s
goodness. In addition to that, my husband

God formed everything from nothing when He made
the Heaven and the earth, and He’s still in the business
of transforming ordinary people like you and me.

Spreading hope

An act of obedience

Such a promise is easy to say, but harder to do.
I wanted to write and speak, yes, but I wanted
to first share other things, happy things, and not
the deepest regrets of my heart. Still, a promise is
a promise, and I made the call to my Pastor and
set the date to speak to the church. Standing in
front of people I knew well was hard. Sharing
all my sins and regrets was even harder, but as
I declared how Jesus had saved me and healed

That first time speaking was an act of
obedience, and from that God has planted
seeds of ministry that have bloomed in
my country and beyond. I’m so excited to
speak at the Beauty for Ashes Conference
20-21 May 2016! It’s my first time to South
Africa, and I know God has beautiful things
in store.
How do I know this? God has shown me

and I have sensed God’s heart toward the
orphan, and we’ve adopted seven more
children. Yes, that means I’m a mother of ten
kids, ranging in age from 5 to 26 years old!

Transforming love
I never expected to be at the place where
I am today, and when I think about all God
has done my heart echoes Psalm 121:1-2, “I
lift up my eyes to the mountains - where does
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my help come from? My help comes from the
LORD, the Maker of Heaven and earth”.
God formed everything from nothing when
He made the Heaven and the earth, and He’s
still in the business of transforming ordinary
people like you and me. 
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