
Christmas
B E AU T Y  F O R  A S H E S

Do you read about the amazing 
things other women have done 
with a sinking heart? “Why can’t 

I do something like that? She’s obviously 
got more faith, talents or opportunities 
than me.”

The truth is that each of us has a unique 
life and God opens di� erent doors for us 
all. Remember Psalm 139 that says, “For 
You created my inmost being; You knit me 

together in my mother’s womb...” and again, 
“All the days ordained for me were written 
in Your book before one of them came to 
be.” Corrie ten Boom once said that “the 
experiences of our lives, when we let God 
use them, become the perfect preparation 
for the work He has called us to do.” 

Things we regret, or wished we could 
have avoided, often become the very 
things that open our eyes to needs that 
we now truly understand and feel deeply 
about. It is so easy to underestimate God’s 
redemptive hand in our lives.

Purpose in pain
My mother had a friend whose son was 
profoundly deaf and this led her into a 
fruitful life of working for that cause. She 
was dismayed when she � rst heard the 

news about her son, and could never have 
anticipated the twists and turns her life 
would take after that, but it was not long 
before she was attending conferences, 
chairing committees and lobbying the 
government on their behalf. 

Carol Kent, the 2008 Beauty for Ashes 
Women’s Conference speaker, started a 
ministry  to prison inmates and their fami-
lies when her 25 year old son, Jason Paul 

Kent, shot and killed his wife’s ex-husband 
and was jailed for life without the possibil-
ity of parole. In the devastation that fol-
lowed, Carol could not have imagined that 
she would come to have such a love for 
prison inmates. 

From standing in queues with the fami-
lies of other prisoners at visiting times, she 
became aware of their needs, and so a min-
istry was born out of her pain and anguish. 

God works in seasons 
Does this mean that God can only use us 
if we have had a huge misfortune in our 
lives? Not at all. Sometimes we just need 
to wait for the right season while God 
gives us the necessary experience for our 
future work. He is always at work in our 
present, though. Having small children, 

caring for an invalid, or a host of other 
things, can sometimes be the season 
when we are not free to do much else. 
God knows and understands your season 
and this does not mean that He is not at 
work in your life. While David was out in 
the � elds looking after his father’s sheep, 
he was learning how to use his sling with 
the deadly accuracy that would one day 
bring Goliath down. 

He may have thought that his life 
was constricted and con� ning (after 
all he didn’t even get to choose to be a 
shepherd), but God knew exactly where 
he was and had His loving eye on him. 
(Without those years we would probably 
never have had Psalm 23 – imagine that!)

What to do when you are waiting
The main thing to do during those ‘wait-
ing’ years is to develop your relationship 
with God, to learn to trust His leading, 
to learn obedience, and above all to be 
faithful with the smaller things He has 
given you to do. David faithfully looked 
after and protected his father’s sheep. It is 
God’s job to open doors for you – and He 
will! A faithful heart will always � nd lots 
to do for the Lord! Remember that…

A noble life is not a blaze of sudden 
glory won, but just an adding up of days 
in which good work is done...and God 
ordained each of those days for you! 

The experiences of our lives, when we let God use 
them, become the perfect preparation for the work 
He has called us to do. Trust that He is working in you!
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